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A history of Venom Week and the North American Society of Toxinology 
The North American Society of Toxinology (NAST) Inc. is organized exclusively for the charitable, educational, 
and scientific purposes of advancing the science of all things venomous, including for such purposes as the 
organization and funding of periodic international scientific meetings dedicated to advancing the science and 
education of toxinology.   
 
NAST, which was founded by Dr. Steven Seifert, was formed to serve as the primary sponsor of Venom Week® 
meetings. Following the inaugural Venom Week, Snakebites in the New Millennium: A State of the Art 
Symposium, chaired by Dr. Seifert at the University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, Nebraska in 2005, a 
succession of Venom Weeks has followed: Venom Week II, held in 2007 at the University of Arizona, Colleges 
of Medicine and Pharmacy, Arizona Health Sciences Center, Tucson, Arizona, was chaired by Dr. Leslie Boyer; 
Venom Week III, held in 2009 at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico, was chaired by Dr. 
Steven Seifert; Venom Week IV, co-chaired by Drs. Carl-Wilhelm Vogel and Steven Seifert, and was held in 
Honolulu, Hawaii in 2012 in conjunction with the 17
th
 World Congress of the International Society on 
Toxinology (this meeting was a resounding success as one of our members found the only snake species on the 
island, the brahminy blind snake Indotyphlops braminus). Venom Week V was held in 2016 at the Brody School 
of Medicine, East Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina and chaired by Dr. Sean Bush. In addition to 
United States-based North American toxinologists, Venom Week meetings have attracted global speakers from 
Asia, Australia, Africa, Central America, South America, Mexico, France, Spain, and the United Kingdom. Details 
and photos of past Venom Weeks are available at www.nastox.org/. 
 
Venom Week VI will be held from March 14–17, 2018, at Texas A&M University, Kingsville, Texas with Dr. Elda 
Sanchez as chair. The site for this meeting is home to the National Natural Toxins Research Center 
(www.tamuk.edu/nntrc/), an outstanding academic biomedical toxinology research facility. The meeting is 
certain to provide an opportunity for interaction with representatives from many countries who are involved 
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in all things venomous.  
 
The Venom Week concept evolved over the years from 2005 to 2012, which led to the development of NAST, a 
formal North America-based international, multidisciplinary organization. NAST is a non-profit organization 
and having become an official Society in July 2012. Dr. Seifert served as President of NAST from 2012–2016. 
 
An array of toxinological-related disciplines are represented in the NAST membership, including clinicians, 
veterinarians, research scientists, zoo collection managers, animal scientists, herpetologists, antivenom 
researchers and developers, and others with an interest in venomous animals and their venoms. 
Collaborations across disciplines are encouraged and the adventure of working in this field makes Venom 
Week® meetings unlike any other scientific meeting.  
 
NAST affiliation with Toxicon 
In December 2016 the North American Society of Toxinology established a formal affiliation with Toxicon, 
which is now the official journal of the society. As part of this relationship, abstracts of presentations from the 
Venom Week conference will be published in Toxicon, and the journal will sponsor an award for Best Paper at 
the Venom Week conference. We look forward to what we believe will be a growing and fruitful collaboration 
between NAST and Toxicon. 
 
